=m= HISTORY

] on Hay 6, 1954, James "Barthquake® HoGowvern and Wallace Buford
X departed Cat Bl ailrbase for Dien Bien Phu along with fiwve other
R g L Lt e e e L ; . CAT C-1198. They carrled desperately needsd ammnitlion for para-
e . troopers hoelding cut at an encampment named Isabkelle, the last of
A s e L | the five firebases still in French hands. The first aircraft safely
- dropped its load, but as MHoGowern approached the drop zone, the port
e R e T e e e e a3 ] engine sustalined damage from a 37-mm. A second hit damaged the
;ﬁf;mmj:m T e e horizontal stabilizer, severely impairing their ability te £ly.

[HISETON HAME] 540506 EARTHOUAKE

; 2HE /05 E Ho@owvern and Buford struggled for 40 minutes to kesp thelr aircraft
HE"'DI';EUEIET"'HCE RO8 IO - aloft on one engine—long encugh to attempt an emergency landing at
ETD: | a remcte landing strip 75 miles to the scuthwest in Laocs. Just

- short of the landing strip, a wing tip clipped a trese. The aircraft
L THO AGERCY : BED CHOWE cart whesled and burned. HoGowern and Buford disd in the crash.

R L UL Ty dLAne e S g g g L ] The remaining French forces at Dien Bilen Phu surrendered the next

day after Viet Hinh forces owverran the Isabelle base. This lead to
the end of the First Indochina War and marked the deaths of the
first Yankee Alr Pirates in the ailr war.

=w= GAMEPLAY

After take off, fall into trail behind Rambler Lead and Two and
procesd to Dien Bisen Fhu. There are two dropse,. Gopher Fight is
dropping at Dominique to the north of Isabelle. Open your bomb bay,
gelect the cargo and drop to put them all within the wire.

Then go to follow Lead ocut of the Valley to the west amd land at
an emergency 8trip in the jungle marksd by smcke.

You might alec try to go back to your airbasge, if you wieh.

* K Kk Xk

It's tough hitting the D2
wlithout belng hit.
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[HISETION WAME] 620214 BEN CAT

TARGET: CLOEE AIR EUPPORT, BEN CAT
DEFENEES: EMALL AFHE
BEET BAILOUT: DEPART BATITLE AFREA

SQUADRON ASSIGNHENT: 2ZND FIGHTER SQUADRON, VHAR
ATRCRAFT AND NUMEER (2) T-2Z8D
CALL SEIGH: HAMHER

HEADING/DISTANCE TC T&T: 275/15 WM
ETD: 1800

CONTROLLING AGENCY : RED CROWH

WEATHER BRIEF: SCT 4500 PT WINDE 3603G05 CU WIS 30 MM
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=m= HISTORY

In January 1962 the Farm Gate detachment began training 25 VHAFR
pllots to £ly T-2ZR's of the newly ocrganized 24 Fighter Squadron.
The Americans found that the VHAF airmen were excellent pilots,
although few had night flying experience. Because the Viet Cong
became active mostly after dark, the Americans emphasized the
importance of night cperations. Thus, shortly after their arrival
in 2outh Vietnam, the Farm Gate crews began experimenting with
aerial flares, dropped from an 20-47, toe light up a target for
night strikes by the Vietnamese Alr Force. The technique worked
well and was quickly adopted by VHAF airmen, who began flying their
own flare missicne. The success of the flare-and-strike technique
wag apparent when the Viet Cong would break off thelr attacks
when the flares ignited.

=m= GAMEPLAY

After take off, proceed to Ben Cat, a willage to the west
of Blen Hoa alrbase that 1s under attack. Walt for the flare
ghip and attack the enemy troops cloeing in on the garrison.

Then procesed to Bien Hoa and taxi to parking.

Wake#

* Xk Kk

Like any night mission, you canmot see 1t but
the ground iz down there and it's hard.




620222 FARMGATE ' Cetaber 13, 1
r 13, 1961

TARGET: GUERILLA POSITIONS, SWVH

DEFENSES: ARA, SHALL ARME 1 NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 104
OUT OF COHBAT AREA :

BEST BAILOTT:
T THE BECRET,

SOTADRON ASSIGHNMENT: 4400 OCTS, BIEN HOA AR, RVH IHIIH: ﬁfﬁﬁu

AIRCRAFT AND WNUMBER (2) B-ZAC THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

ORD LOADOUT: (4) BLO-27, (6) HEBZ, (4} LADZ, LOCAL
SUBJECT: Boutheast Asin

CALL SIGN: COWBOY
HEADING/DISTANCE TO TGT: 300 / 1B WM “‘:WﬂME 11s 1961, directed that the following

ETD: 1830 TIME OVER TARGET: 1100
WEATHER BERIEF: BEN 1B00 FT WINDS 3606G1l0 VIS 20 NM
1 | Maks proparations for the pablication of the white paper oa
North Vistuamess aggrossion sgalast Seuth Viet Nam which
— e s now balng drafted in the Department of Staze.

== HISTORY
2. Develop plans for possible actien in the Viet Mam JCC based
It's not often that we have the actual orders toc explain upon the white paper, preliminary to possitle actioa under

the missiocn. Your specific area of interest is in paragraph paragraph 3 balow,

4. Jungle Jim became Operaticn Farmgate in vistnam. You were
Devalop plans presactation
supposedly training the Scuth vietnamese but, in fact, were U‘IH‘.H.M ; of the Viet Mam case In the

engaged in combat almost immediately.
mnmmmmdvmmm
1s gow belag sought, mmmrmﬂmlhﬂ

=C= GAMEPLAY o

Taxi out behind Lead to depart. Join and follow him to mmwm hﬂ-ﬁ;mdﬂ;h

the target area. Btay in leoose formation until he drops missioas Ia tha Tﬂlﬂﬂ:ll'll-. E anrlal resupply
firet. Then hit the targets. Take your time then go

back to Bien Hoa and land. Taxi out of the way. This is Censral “ﬂ“mmmlEMHmum

a Top Secret mission. plors ways in which assistance of all i
- types might hﬂﬂn‘:

* * ¥ou are a wvoluntesr with 5000 hours.
Fly smart and get home.
L0 1BEAR, STC 3PN SO0, Wkl AMD 11
wH3T  wass oave 17
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=== HISTORY

621105 ATR COMMANDO

TARGET: GUERILLA POSITIONS, HERKCONE DELTA, SWH
DEFENEES: AAfA, SHALL ARHE
BEST BAILOUT: OUT OF COMBAT AREA

The B-26'8 were deployed from Bien Hoa to Pleikn in the
central Highlands and Sco Trang in the Hekong Delta. These
areas were hot from then until the end of the war.
SQOUADRCON ASSIGNHENT: 18T AIR COMHANDD SC0C TRANG AB, RVNH
AIRCRAFT AND HUHBER (1) B-26C

ORD LOADOUT: (4) BLU-27, (6) HEKBZ, {(4) LAOI, LOCAL
CALL SIGH: COWBDY

A8 Jungls Jim becams Farm Gate, the 4400 Combat Crew
Training Sgquadron became the lst Alr Commandos and the
plansable deniability began to melt away. These ware
American aircrews in combat against Scuth Vietnamese
HEADING/DISTANCE TC TET: 260 / 14 WM rebels.
ETD: 1720 TIHE OWER TARGET: 1745

WEATHEFR BRIEF: BEN 1800 PT WINDS 3606310 wIS 20 HH

~=wer GAMEPLAY

Taxl ahead to the PSP runway and depart to the north. Follow
your navigator down to the coast and look for campfires in
the tress. Takse your time and destroy all the targets.

Then return to Soc Trang. Use your landing lights to pick
up the runway at landing. It's next to the willage.

* K X

It's dark cut there.
Just do your job and
return to land.
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From Ambassador Taylor in Baigon to the State Dept 7 Octocher 1964

=p= HISTORY

In view of stand down on ground coress border cperations and good
poesibility that ARVH will be unable afford detachment any
glgnificant ground combat capability for corrider in foresseable

At left, the cable that started the bomb f the Ho Chi Hinh
future, air strikes are sole remaining dependable alternative. E - 200,10

Trall in neutral Lacs. and, good teo thelir work, the Lacs struck
on 14 CGCTORER 1964, The strike was near Mu Gila Pass at the town
of Ban Phanop which became the most bombed area in the world.

Flxed targets will soon be destroyed 1f the RLAF performs as
advertised and authorization receiwved for Yankes Team strikes.

Baigon and Vientiane will further examine their assets and

i o "
possibilities in this regard. Bangkck will explore availability | == GAMEPLAY
and possibility of exwtending use of Thail assets in this connection. |

| There was also unanimous agreesment that U8 participatien in air
operations in corridor is essential i1f such operations are to
have desired military and peychological impact, particularly
gince initiative for operaticons came from us.

Deparkt Savanaket and join on Lead. Procesed to Hu Gila Pass
and interdict the supply line at that podint by atktacking
trucks or foot traffic.

| Although Vientiane believes Lac prepared to go ahead with strikes Return to Savanaket.

against first twelwe targets authorized DEPTEL 765 to Saigon,
| their initial enthusiasm may not survive loss of a few aircraft.

If 8o, 1f Lac do not hit those four targets for which U2 strikes B ;o b ’ ! : ;

are forbidden and are discouraged from strikes on Mu Gla Pass, many b S 1 ' ' plrae 1 '*'

other targets in the corridor will go unscathed. These ocmissions R ; dy s 2 Fasy.

will grossly diminish the military benefits of these bombings. The after this one, not so much.
group thus hopsed that Washington would reconsider present ban on

|FLAF attack on Mu Gla Pass and approve sconest Yankee Team strike

on other targets.

Vientiane anticipates RLAF would initiate operations Gotober 14. '
Affirmative decision re CAP pricr te that date would be most helpful. |

Vientiane does not expect RLG will initiaste any publicity on strikes
but will probably acknowledge RLAF operations in response to queries. L
Baigon and Bangkok will privately inform Ehanh and Thanom prior to _...-::r'-——--"fjﬁ"x
initiation operaticns. Vientiane will undertake keep Socuvanna B i \:—( —
currently informed. Langkhang N :
'tl h...fi: h Thﬁngkhﬂi\ ‘-'_..r-
. sl -
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MISSION] 670112 BOOGIES SE(:“HI H“I:“““ | — N HISTORY

TARGET PHOTO: — =

on Jaouary 12, 1967, elements of the 354th TPFS were sent
to deatroy the Ha Gia Bridge fiften miles north of Hanod.

The bridge was cne of seweral wital transportation choke
points ower which passed much of the supplies prowided by
China to WHorth Wietnam to support the inwvasion of the South.
A gpan was dropped but was back in place a few days later.

=w= GAMEPLAY

Four F-105 Thunderchiefs are coming from Takhli to bomb the
bridge, aettling down their target run from the Thud Ridge.

Take off aa Lead from cne of the nearby airbases and follow
your waypointa. Your are flying a soviet MiG-17F fighter.
When the radar calls for incoming enemy aircrafts drop your
external tanks and tell your wingman to to the same,

Then fall into chase and try to get a8 many A8 you can.

Beat will be to get the leader firat, then the cothers,
poegibly before they drop their bomb load. Ancther pair
of MiGa will jodin the fight to help.

This misaion haa every element of & Rolling Thunder miaion:

ROTIAN BORLCER
Thuds, MiGa, AAA. weather and the confusion of air warfare.

THAILAND

If you get back and park your MiG near the othera you deserve
the 3 stars we rate this one.

* %k %k

HOR FOITITRIEE

408 VI3 20 HM
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(MISSION NAME] 680616 ATR ANERTCA TOP SECRET

TARGET: DELIVER 4 PACKAGES TO 4 LIMA SITES
DEFENEES: UNENIWH

] 0 Vo
=== HISTORY

RSN

The Secret War in Lacs started before the public cne in vietnam.
Eeeping the american allies in the fight required a system of
cargo delivery and perscnnel transportation between "Lima® sites
scattered all ower Lacs. Alr america, Byrd Air and Continental Alr
Bervices provided that process. They landed on impossible runways
in terrible weather...consistently. These were some of the highest
time professicnal pilots in the world at the top of their skills.

e T A AR

ASEIZNHENT: AIFR AMERICA
ATRCRAFT AND NUMEER (1) PC-6C
CALL SIGH: CODWBECY

T WINDE 2602G1Z VIS 10 WM wWhen a Pilatus representative wisited to find out why their BC-6

was breaking sc much, he went ocut on a flight. His conclusiocn was
that Alr America was operating their aircraft in a manner that no
alrcraft is made to surviwve. Their enemy was not men. It was lack
of skill and lack of luck. A shortage of either was fatal.

=w= GAMEPLAY

Depart Lima 20, a Hmong willage on a mountain top and head
southeast towards Lima 10. You will owerfly Lima 102. If he
lights a fire, it is clear to land and drop off ocne box.
{CTRL-2, Belect and pickle.) Then resume your flight to Lima
i0.

Look around before you try it. Get it slowed down to just
abowe a stall and spike it on the end of the runway. Go
full beta prop (UP ARROW), full throttle and full braﬁea.
Put the package by the wehicle port, go all the way

to the end, turn arcund and ke at full throttle

before you relesase brakes. Next up, Vientilane.

Drop it by the big hangar. Then f£ly to *The

Alternate® and drop the last package by the hut

in back.

* KX Kk X

In Yankee Rir Pirate,

you have to fly! TEEEEE PI AT
— I
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=mp= HISTORY

[HIS=2TON MAME] 700128 JOLLY 71 KILLED

TARGET: RESCUE AIRCRAFT, VICINITY OF MU GIA PASS, LAOS ' we have been asked to stage ancther misslcn flown by the VEAF.
{ I Obwiously, we have not interviewsd the pilot. This story comes

DEFENSES: A-1H, FAD'S EN ROTTE § Al from the accounts of the Sandy pllots on the scens. A SAR was
] in progress for the two crewmen of Seabird 02, an FP-106G, downed

SOUADRON ASSIGNHENT: YVINH 5.4 | near Mu Fla Pass.

AIRCRAFT AND NUHBER (2} HiZ-21 PFH -
CALL SIGN: PHAM TUAN, VINH ATRFIELD | Rescus forces ignored seweral HAG calls by Red Crown allowing

the Hi3-21 flown by Wu Hgoo Dinh to the scuth of the force. He
then made cne pass firing missiles at Jolly 70 but hitc Jolly 71,
killing =1l akoard the rescus helicopter. The crew of S=abdird 02
was never heard from again and was presumed to be executsad.

=w= GAMEPLAY

Take off and follow course as 1f directed by GCI until you are
gouth of the rescue forces. Then locate an HH-53 and shoot your
Atoll missile cnce you have a growl.

Then return to ¥inh to land.

*x x kX

It is wery hard to get a lock
on the Jolly and kill ic.

Whbet s N
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== HISTORY

Long Chieng, was known as "The Alternate” to pilots in Laocs but
was, in fact, the headquarters of the General Vvang Pac, the
TARGET: DESTROY HEAVY ARTILLERY SHELLING AIR BASE 1 leader of the Hmong army fighting for the CIA.

T

e i

[HISSION HAHE] 720112 SEYLINE RIDGE

B S b

DEFENSESZ: £l CAL, SHALL ARHS Ekyline Ridge is where huge forgotten battles were fought in this
BEST BAILOUT: SO0UTH TO LOWNG CHIENG : Becret War. The Worth Vietnamese and Pathet Laoc mowed heawvy

| artillery to the ridge owverloocking Long Chieng and the RLAF took
SOUADRON ASSIGHHENT: RLAF, VIENTIANE, LADE o part in destrowing it.
AIRCRAFT AND NUMBER (2} T-ZHD | 9
ORD LOADDTT N The story is better told by the CIA operaives that knew it
CALL EIGH: DAGGEER |

ETD: 1900 : http://conmbat-skyspot . triped.comsskylineridge . him

[ —

- . 1% ] 2 27001203 vis I + —
TIEF: BEM 12000 PT wWwINDES 2700103 wvis 30 HH | —— LJIG\PF'[EPLA"{

Long Chieng is under artillery bombardment. Depart Wattay ailrport
in vientiane and meet a Raven FAC directing strikes on artillery
on Ekyline Ridge abowe the airfield.

wWhen you have expendsd all your ordnance, either return to Wattay
or land at Long Chieng.

*x X

Easy flying. Hard bombing.




ISSI0ON MAME] TE0429 SILVER LINING

DEPART GRASS STRIFP,
FINID} THE TS FLEET.

N g, S

=== HISTORY

This is the last missicn in Yankee Alr Pirate. The first of cur
great carriers that we bullt for YAP was the HIdway because this
is the story I wanted to tell from the start. It is a special
missicn. Socuth Vistnam was oollapsing. The peocple who had fought
against the Worth Vistnamese invaders were golng to b= slaughtered

CON 20N ISLAND.

This 1s the story of Hajor Bung-Ly, a VNAF pllot. On this day,
he loaded his entire family (wife and fiwve children) abkocard a

| tiny, two-seat Cessna ©-1E Birddeg. Braving ground fire, he tock
off and flew scuth into Tonkisn Gulf in search of the US Havy. Hs
knew they werse cut there but he had no way to find them.

He found the Hidway. It became apparent that ditching was not
an option because the childrem would probably not be saved.
Dropping notes, one was finally grabkbksd by a crewman and taken
to the captain. It r=ad:

*Can you move the helicopter to the other side, I can land om
your runway, I can fly for ome hour more, we have enough time
to move. Please rescue me! Major Bung Ly, wife and §& child.”

Captaln Larry Chambers cordersed ewverything that could not ke
mowed ocut of the way pushed overboard. Hore Husys landed and
they went owverboard alsc. He ordersd 25 knots into the wind and
in wery bad weather and a wet deck, Hajor Bung Ly landed his

family to the cheers of an entire crew of tough men. ey GAMEPLAY

* iy
Pilots from the Hidway shot down the first and the last HiGs. fzuuttﬂrhzzztahe heré 1f Eiuuz:ﬁ
The last Phantom the Navy launched was from the Hidway. She find them, t} ST e et \ ‘

served the US Hawvy for 47 years and 6 tours in the Tonkin
Gulf. Hany great acts of walor and sacrifice were committed by
the crew of the Hidway. Yet every telling of her history
includes this story. & wery bright spot on a wery dark day.

* % Kk Kk Kk — =

wWelcome to America.
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